TROUBLED   WATERS

sugared also made its appearance in glasses.   We exchanged complima
and then rested for a while.

Presently lunch came. The dinner service, which consisted of wov
mats of sizes from a foot to three or four feet across, was collected fro
the walls and thrown down for us. Slaves came in with the food; one
them carried huge hunks of boiled meat under his arm and threw the
down on the mat as if he was dealing cards. It was rather like feedin
time in the Lion House. A large enamel platter of sodden rice was flui
into the middle and some very hot and greasy native bread was chuck
round, one to each leg of mutton. Sultan 'Abdulla, Haidera's son, a
with us. When I felt that I had done all that politeness required I sa
"Al hamdulillah" and got up. 'Abdulla said: "Al hamdulillah? Ha
you finished so soon?" I apologized, but said I had done very well ai
retired to the corner to wash my hands and mouth and pick my teet
Followed ginger coffee and more tea, and a huge supply of really go<
milk, after which we lay down to rest.

Ar Rodha or Na'ab stands on the right bank of the Wadi Yeratt
on a low plateau of earth cliffs. It is an important centre of traffic ai
until recently there were a number of shops. The wadi round the plats
used also to be extensively cultivated. On the words "until recently
hangs a tale, for now the shops have all disappeared and the cultivate
is nothing like what it ought to be. Those who are accustomed to mo;
civilized life will hardly believe that this desolation is due to a faml
quarrel. ,

On one edge of this plateau stands Sultan Haidera's dar in which 1
and sons and dependants live. He is the Yeramis Sultan and rules ov<
the Wadi Yeramis as a feudal lord of the Fadhli Sultan. On the other edj
of the plateau stands the house of his nephew, Sultan Ja'bil bin Hussei
whose two brothers live with him. The houses are not much more tb
a hundred yards apart, and the space in between them is as flat and bare i
a parade ground. Ja'bil and Kis brothers have quarrelled with their unc
and cousins'; If unde shows his nose, or his ox, or his ass, or his goat, <
anything that is his, outside the walls of his dar, Ja'bil shoots at it, an
vice versa, if Ja'bil ventures into the daylight outside his house his und
and cousins take a shot at him. Not unnaturally, therefore, the shopkeepei
and others found that living in between the two was not conducive f
comfort or profit and departed. Cultivation on account of this squabB
is, of course, almost at a standstill as it is not safe, and for some years ti
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